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traversed by railway and by the Bombay-Bangalore road, with
many hill forts. Excursions from Poona can be made to Sinhgarh
and to Purandhar, where a treaty was signed by an emissary of
Warren Hastings in 1776.

At Sholapur, 164 miles by rail south-east from Poona, a metre-
gauge branch runs south to Bijapur, capital from 1490 of another
Muslim kingdom, until 1686, when it fell to the Emperor Aurangzeb.
Most of the important buildings here were erected after the defeat,
by two of the five Deccan kingdoms, of the great Hindu Raj of
Vijayanagar at the battle of Talikota in 1565. The Gol Gumbaz
(round dome) has a diameter greater than that of St. Paul's Cathe-
dral, London, and not far short of that of St. Peter's, Rome. Like
many domes, it is a 'whispering gallery.' It is only one of some
twenty great buildings. The fort wall is six miles in circumference,
with an inner citadel, but the city once had a circuit of thirty miles.
There are some guns of remarkable size, and one is dated A.D. 1551,
five years before Akbar became Mughal Emperor. He did not start
to build Fatehpur-Sikri before 1570, and the walled city of
Shahjahan at Delhi could not have had so large a population.

The next place of interest is Vijayanagar, the bulwark of the
Hindus of southern India against Muslim conquest. On the way,
and 73 miles south of Bijapur, is Badami (Vatapi), once the capital
of the Chalukyas, whose name is applied to a style of architecture.
There are Brahman and Jain caves, and structural temples ten
miles east at Pattadakal, and at Aihole, eight miles north-east of
Pattadakal. One of the temples at Pattadakal is supposed to have
inspired the design of the rock-hewn Kailasa temple at Ellora (Elura).

Hospet lies fifty-three miles east of Gadag junction, where the
Bijapur branch ends, and Vijayanagar is nine miles from Hospet,
or thirty-four miles west of BeUary, a centre for many excursions of
antiquarian interest. Vijayanagar flourished from 1336 to 1565,